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CONPIDENTIAL ASMARA 0077 

EO 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ET 
SUBJECT: SIT REP 

1 . ON 22 JAN 75 AT 0500 HRS, 2ND DIV TROOPS CORDONED OPE AN 
AREA OP ASMARA, BORDERING CONGEN COMPOUND, AND INITIATED A 
SEARCH OP HOUSES, CARS, AND PEDESTRIANS. SEARCH WAS CONDUCTED 
TO PIND ARMS AND BOMBS, WHICH ELF/PLP HAD REPORTEDLY DISTRIBUTED 
TO THE POPULATION. A SIMILAR SEARCH WAS CONDUCTED BY ARMY 
ABOUT 6 WEEKS AGO IN ANOTHER AREA OP ASMARA. TROOPS WERE 
POLITE BUT PIRM IN CONDUCTING SEARCH. AMERICANS LIVING IN 
THE AREA WERE CONPINED TO THEIR HOUSES POR THE DURATION OF THE 
SEARCH, BUT THEIR HOUSES WERE NOT SEARCHED. 

COMMENT: TO THE BEST OP MY KNOWLEDGE ASMARA IS NOT PART OP THE 
EMERGENCY AREA. IT SEEMS AS IF THE ARMY CONDUCTED THE SEARCH 
WITHOUT LEGAL SANCTION AND WITH VERY LITTLE COMMANDO POLICE 
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PRESENT CEASEFIRE. I INSTRUCTED KAGNEW STATION PERSONNEL TO 
ALLOW THEIR HOMES TO BE SEARCHED, IF TROOPS INSIST, BUT TO 
INFORM ME SO THAT I CAN MAKE A PROTEST IF THE SITUATION 
WARRANTS. REGISTERED WEAPONS WERE CONFISCATED FROM ITALIAN 
CITIZENS, WHO WERE GIVEN RECEIPTS FOR THEM AND APPOINTMENTS TO 
DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH AUTHORITIES. 

2. AT 1300 HRS TODAY A MAN THREW A GRENADE AT A JEEP OF ARMY 

DIRG MEMBERS AS THEY WERE ENTERING PALACE GROUNDS WHERE DIRG HAS 
ITS OFFICES. THE GRENADE BOUNCED OFF WINDSHIELD OF JEEP AND 
KILLED THROWER AS IT EXPLODED. THERE ARE NO REPORTED INJURIES 
TO DIRG MEMBERS. 

3. A USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTS THAT DIRG HAS ORDERED 
MILITARY OPERATION AGAINST ELF/PLF IN SERAE DISTRICT FOR 
NEAR FUTURE. OPERATION WOULD INCLUDE ARMY, AIR FORCE AND 
COMMANDO POLICE. SOURCE REPORTS THAT COMMANDO POLICE REFUSED 
TO SUBORDINATE THEIR PERSONNEL TO ARMY AND WOULD ONLY 
PARTICIPATE IF GIVEN THEIR OWN AREA OF OPERATIONS. SOURCE 

ALSO REPORTS ELF HAS RECOILLESS RIFLES WITHIN 10 KMS OF 
ASMARA. SOURCE STATES THAT PLF COMMAND IN ERITREA MAKES 
OPERATIONAL DECISIONS, BUT THAT ELF MUST WAIT FOR GUIDANCE 
FROM LEADERS OUTSIDE ERITREA. THIS SOURCE REPORTS ELF STRENGTH 
AT 18,000, AND PLF AT 8,000. 

COMMENT: I THINK FIGURES SHOULD BE REDUCED BY 20 PERCENT. 

4. A CONGEN MARINE GUARD REPORTS SEEING ARMY TROOPS PRACTICING 
ADJUSTING 105 HOWITZERS, NEAR TRACT E. 

5. ASMARA IS PRESENTLY QUIET BUT OUTLOOK IS VERY UNCERTAIN. 
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